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Lesson 14: Furnishing Homes
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Here’s a floor plan for a living room. It's a
good thing to have when you buy furniture.
It shows you what will go where. If you make
a plan like this, use graph paper and draw it
to scale. Let each square on the paper show
the same distance. In this plan, one square
equals twelve inches, or a foot. But be careful
when you make your plan. Measure every-
thing more than once. Don’t learn the hard
way. Don’t buy a big bed that won't fit the
room. Measure twice, don’t carry the furni-
ture twice.

Story: Looking Far and Wide

“Where’s Sun?” asked Lenya.

“In his friend’s truck,” said Colin. “Out look-
ing for trash.”

“Why?”

“That’s Sun’s part of our hunt for furniture
to fill this new apartment up. The city is picking
up big items this week. Some people leave
perfectly good things on the sidewalks. What-
ever Sun finds can be ours.”

“They must be rich, or they’d have a garage
sale and get some money,” said Lenya.

Mara came into the room. “Did somebody
say garage sale? I'm going to three right now.
Anybody want to come?”

But everybody had other ideas. Colin
planned to look for chairs at a flea market.

Lenya was heading for a consignment
shop. She wanted a used table and couch.

“I miss our old couch,” she said. “I really
loved it.”

“I know,” answered Colin. “But it went with
the apartment, and the landlord had another
use for it.”

Tom was already at an auction. He was
looking for kitchen equipment.

“Does everybody have floor plans?” asked
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Mara. “Everything has to fit our space.”

The three roommates left at about the same
time.

Later that day, Mara was the first to come
home. “Guess what!” she said when Colin came
in. “I stopped at a church rummage sale and
found a wonderful couch. It looks like a real
antique. I put $5 down. We can get it this after-
noon.”

“Great!”
said Colin.
“And I found
some boards
for a makeshift

bookcase.” /\ —
Lenya and ? f \\\ ;
Tom came in s

together. “Hey
guys!” said Lenya, “I got a neat table.”

“And I got a wonderful couch, a real
bargain,” said Tom. “It’s coming tomorrow.”

“Oh-oh,” said Mara and Colin together.

Just then Sun came in smiling. “You'll never
believe it,” he told them. “I found our old couch
in the trash. The landlord couldn’t use it after
all. It’s right outside in the truck.”
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floor plan to scale garage sale couch antique
furniture measure flea market auction makeshift
graph trash consignment rummage bargain

Increasing Your Understanding
1. Look at the word list in the box above. If you don’t know a word, find out what it means.
Try to figure it out from the way it is used on page 41. Or, look it up in a dictionary.
2. Supply each missing word using the word list above. Write the word in the answer blank.

(a) Colin planned to go to a in the story on page 41.

(b) Tom found a wonderful couch. He said it was a real

(c) Lenya wentto a

(d) “

(e) If you make a floor plan, you can use

shop. She wanted a used table and

everything more than once,” says the paragraph at the top of page 41.

paper and draw it

Questions to Discuss

1. What did the friends do wrong in the story
on page 41? What did they do right?

2. Should it be illegal to throw good things
away? Should there be a law about that?
What could it say?

3. How can you tell good furniture from bad
furniture?

Things to Write About

1. Think of a piece of furniture you really like.
Maybe it’s a couch or a chair. Write a para-
graph about it. Be funny if you want to.

2. Imagine that a friend is going to sell you a
couch. You can have it on December 1 if
you pay $50. Write up an agreement about
your deal. Make up a name for your friend.
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Things to Do

1. With a partner, role-play the parts of two
people in the story on page 41. Use your
own names and words if you want. Talk
about where you can find good used furni-
ture in your area.

2. Draw a floor plan of the place where you

live. Show some of the furniture.

3. Make a poster for a garage sale. Use 25

Forest Avenue for the address. Make the
sale sound like a great one.

4. Find out about auctions and garage sales

near you. Look for signs, and look in the
newspaper. Share what you learn with
your class.
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