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Cote d’lvoire: Baule Teacher

Gold Plating
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OBJECTIVES

Social Studies
¢ Students will understand how art and artifacts can contribute to culture.

Art

e Students will create a carved plaque and coat it with foil.
e Students will understand that art is connected to culture and history.

MATERIALS
Baule Gold Plating handout glue
gold or silver foil ruler or tape measure

self-hardening clay
toothpicks and other instruments for carving
optional: jewelry findings, like pin backs or pendant rings

BACKGROUND

The Baule people of the Cote d’Ivoire originally lived in Ghana. As the story
on the student page relates, they emigrated westward some 300 years ago.
Although other peoples also use gold plating to cover wooden objects, Baule gold
plating is unique because it is so densely patterned. Usually, the entire surface of
the wood is carved before being covered with gold. An item may have one central
motif, but the entire background is usually covered with a network of interlocking
lines and shapes.

To make gold leaf, the metalworker starts with gold dust. The dust is melted in a
crucible to form a lump about the size of a pea. This lump is hammered on the anvil
until it forms a sheet of gold about 0.05 mm thick, and about 3" x 4" in area.

The carved wooden object is coated in glue and the gold plate is applied in
strips. It is carefully pressed into all the indentations in the wood using the fingers
and small smooth tools made of bone.

Although the gold is thus firmly attached to the wood, gold-plated objects
are treated very carefully. The gilded parts of the objects are not touched, and
they are carefully wrapped in cotton when not in use.

PROCEDURE

Distribute the handout and go over it with the students. Students proceed as
directed on the handout.

ASSESSMENT

Did students carve a clay plaque and coat it in foil?
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According to legend, the Baule people originally lived in
Ghana. Their queen, Abraha-Pokou, was famous for her
wisdom. In a time of good harvests, she told her people to put
by a portion of their grain in case poor harvests came. When
famine struck, the Baule had food. But other peoples attacked
them for the grain. To save their food, Queen Abraha-Pokou
led her people west from Ghana to the Cote d’Ivoire, where
they live today.

The Baule came from an area where objects were made of gold and brass. In
their new home, the people had a tradition of woodcarving. The Baule combined
these two arts to form one of their own: covering carved wooden objects with a
thin layer of gold. Gold-plated objects became symbols of leadership. For impor-
tant occasions a Baule notable would carry a fly whisk with a carved, gold-plated
wooden handle and would wear a black cloth hat on which small pieces of gold-
plated wood were sewn. Some of these gold-plated plaques were plain, and others
were carved with a human face or the figure of an animal before being covered
in gold.
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1. To make your own version of a Baule plaque, roll out some

self-hardening clay until it is about /" thick. Cut a 2"
square out of the clay.

2. Using the illustrations on this page for ideas, carve a design
on your plaque. Set it aside to dry.
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3. When your plaque is dry, you are ready to cover it in foil.
Cut a piece of foil 3" x 3". Cover the plaque with a thin
layer of glue. Lightly place the foil over the plaque. Starting at one corner,
press the foil down onto the carving, making sure it goes into all the indenta-
tions. Use your fingers as much as possible. Where necessary, use the flat tip
of a toothpick. Be careful; the foil tears easily.

4. When the entire plaque is covered with foil, turn it over.
Spread glue on the outer 4" of the back. Fold the
overlapping areas of foil over from the front, and press
down carefully.

5. If you wish, glue a pin backing or other finding on your
plaque. Like the Baule, you can wear it in your hat!
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