
Canasatego, Onondaga Chief 

'We Will Make Men of Them" 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 

July 4, 1744 

Canasatego was a spokesman for the Six Nations of the Iroquois Confederacy (bet- 
ter known as the Five Nations before the admission of the Tuscarora in about 
1722) at the signing ofthe 1744 Treaty of Lancaster with Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land, and Virginia. His tribe was then offered a chance by the Virginia Legisla- 
ture to send six oftheir young men to the College of William and Maq. As he 
explained to the Virginians, the Native Americans had dzfferent ideas from the 
colonists about what constituted a good education for the young. 
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e know you highly esteem the kind of Learning taught 
in these Colleges, and the maintenance of our young w 

Men, while with you, would be very expensive to you. We are 
convinced, therefore, that you mean to do us Good by your 
Proposal; and we thank you heartily. But you who are so wise 
must know that different Nations have different Conceptions 
of things; and you will not therefore take it amiss, if our Ideas 
of this kind of Education happens not to be the same with 
yours. 

We have had some experience of it. Several of our young 
People were formerly brought up in the Colleges of the 
Northern Provinces; they were instructed in all your Sci- 
ences; but, when they came back to us, they were bad Run- 
ners, ignorant of every means of living in the Woods, unable 
to bear either Cold or Hunger, knew neither how to build a 
Cabin, take a deer, or kill an enemy, spoke our language 
imperfectly, were therefore neither fit for Hunters, Warriors, 
nor Counsellors; they were totally good for nothing. 

12 










