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Name Date Venn diagram I 

Sneaky Snakes 
Read the passage. Then complete the diagram on page 9. 

I f  you live in the South or in certain parts of 

the West, chances are you have encountered a 

coral snake. Or have you? Could you say with 

any certainly that what you happened upon was 

not a scarlet snake or a scarlet king snake? 

At first glance, all t-ee of these colorful 

snakes might look the same. Each has alternating 

bands of black, red, and yellow. Each measures 

about 1 8 inches in length, although the common 

coral snake of the South may be twice that length. 

And unlike larger, broader snakes, the coral, 

scarlet, and scarlet king snakes all have 

slender bodies. 

So, how do you tell them apart? First, the 

scarlet snake is extremely rare and docile, and is 
found only in the southeast. It is different from the 

coral snake and the scarlet king snake in that its 
colored bands do not encircle its belly. The 

underside of a scarlet snake is yellow. 

The poisonous coral snake and the scarlet king 

snake are more common. But they are just as easy 

to identify as the scarlet snake. The red bands of 

the coral snake are always bordered by yellow, 

while the red bands of the scarlet king snake are 

bordered by black. But there is a quicker, easier 

way to distinguish between the two snakes. Look 

at their snouts or heads. The snout of the scarlet 

king snake is  always red, followed by yellow and 

black. The snout of the coral snake is always black. 

For the common coral, it's black-yellow-black. For 

the western coral, it's black-yellow-red. 

Although coral snakes are highly poisonous, 

few people are bitten by them. They are extremely 

shy and are seldom seen. The only way to be 
bitten by a coral snake is to step on it or handle it. 

A wise rule to follow regarding snakes is not 

to pick up any of them. Most snakes will bite if 
bothered, and even a harmless snake can give 

you a nasty infedion. 
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