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| earn to Use the News

Why Use Mediain the Classroom?

Mediais afantastic tool to
enhanceyour classroom lessons.
It's inexpensive—often even free.
It's the way to keep lessons cur-
rent in our ever-changing world.
And since your students are bom-
barded by media messages every
day, they need your help and guid-
ance in sorting out and under-
standing the news. Our goal in
this guide is to help you teach
your students how to evaluate and
use the mediato becomeinde-
pendent readers, critical thinkers,
and informed citizens. And we
want to offer background and
ideas to make your job just a
little easier.

Youll find plenty o talking
pointsin each chapter d this
book, as well as opinions from
working journalists, teachers, and
media experts. Youll also find
reproducible work sheets to use
with your students with various
units on media.

Don't be afraid to use the news.
Newspapers, magazines, television
reports, and media Web sites will
only strengthen your lessonsin
each subject area, and your stu-
dentswill be better able to explore
and understand the world around
them once they know how to use
the news media, too.

"Theway | look at it, we really
are functioning in an environment
o amost information overload,”
says Dr. Kim Piper-Aiken, a
professor at Michigan State
University'sschool d journalism.

What can you as a teacher
do with that overload?Plug right
into it and help your students
learn to use the newsasin-
formed consumers.

Elementary school is a perfect
time to start.

Says Piper-Aiken, "At the uni-
versity level, we still encounter
students who are not medialiter-
ate. | think we need to start in ele-
mentary and middle school and
get students to engage in news
consumption, whether it's news-
papers, radio, or television.”

Another reason to use mediais
that it reaches all kinds o learn-
ers, including those who need les-
sons beyond the textbook. Piper-
Aiken pointsout that studies have
shown that "only a small percent-
age o students learn effectively
through the traditional textbook
format." She feels strongly that
teachers should reach out to al
kinds o learners, including those
who think visually or aretactile—
hands-on—learners.

A choice of mediaallows stu-
dents to explore a subject inde-
pendently and in greater depth,
in waysthat match their learn-
ing styles. Says Piper-Aiken,

"We know now to use other
sources of material to reach all
kinds o learners.”

Youll want to teach your stu-
dents how to navigate through a
widevariety of news sources,
showing them how to use news-
paper and magazine indexes and
tables d contents, just asyou
would teach them how to navigate
Web sites on the Internet. By inte-
grating materials from the media
into your daily lessons, you'll
enhance the subject matter.

Medialiteracy needn't be a sep-
arate subject to teach. Once your
students have |earned the basics
o using media, they'll be ready to
useit for help in social studies,
math, geography, science, and lan-
guage arts lessons. And don't for-
get about international media. It's
a passport to greater global under-
standing. Use the news and you'll
be using materials across your
curriculum that engage students,
making them better readers, writ-
ers, and thinkers.®

L esson Notes and Activity M aterials

sy

* Scissorsfor cutting out articles

* Recent news magazines such as Time, Newsweek, Timefor Kids, or others

suitable for your students

* Internet accessfor individual or group work
* The activity "News and You' (p. 7) isagood weekend assignment so
students have enough time to poll the number d people required.
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Be a Sports Columnist

Sportswriterstry to cover games fairly. But
if they write opinion columns, they are
alowed to give their thoughts on games

or events. Watch your favorite college or
professional team play on TV. In the space

below, take notes. On the back o this page,
write an opinion o the game— either how
the team played, how they were coached, or
both. Be sure to back up your opinion with
some examples from your notes.

Sport

Teams playing

Asyou watch, notice decisions coaches or
players make. Decideif each was a good
decision or a bad decision.

Do you have afavorite o the two teams?

If so, which team?
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Eyewitness Accounts

An eyewitness account often adds important information about his or her
credibility and interest to a news story. experience. Use this organizer to gather the
When you interview someone about an information from an eyewitness to an event
event, it isimportant to collect al of the using these details.
Date o Describe the setting
event Timed d the event.
event
Interview
What was the Name o eyewitness

Where did the
eyewitness doing at event a||open?

the time?

Record the
details. Describe
what happened using
sequence words
(firgt, then, next, finally).
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