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BEFORE FIVE IN A ROW

MY BLUE BOAT

Title: N Blue Boat
Author: ChrisL.Demarest
llustrator: ChrisL. Demarest
Copyright: 1995
Summary

Follow a sailboat out to sea and home to port in
an exhilaratingly illustrated picture book. You
can taste the salt spray!

Bible

My Blue Boat sailed out on the sea and saw many
things. Whales and dolphins and storms and
stars all held a wonder for the little boat and its
occupant. Psalm 107:23-24 tells about those who
go to the sea in ships and who see the wonderful
works of the Lord!

Parent's Note

This book covers the same theme as Yellow Ball,
by Molly Bang. However, in this case it is a toy
boat rather than a ball that goes to sea and
returns. Normally, we would not use two books so
similar and yet each one seemed too special to
omit. Therefore, we have included this title with
a few suggested activities and hope that you will
treasure both of these stories. Enjoy comparing
and contrasting the two books, while dreaming of
the seal

Art: Medium

These two books are illustrated with different
media. The picturesin Yellow Ball are pastels
(crayon-like chalks) and tempera, while the illus-
trationsin M Blue Boat are watercolor and
Indiaink. You do not necessarily need to mention
this to your child. He'll enjoy just looking at the
wonderful illustrations.




Yau may wish to help him with some preliminary
experimentation in watercolor. Then, he might
notice the similarity o his experiments to the
illustrations of My Blue Boat. (Trytaking a white
paper plate and brushing a few strokes o rich
blue watercolor acrossit. Then let your child drip
afew drops d water off his brush onto the plate.
Let him see how the color spreads out and runs.
Show him similar areas in the watercolor illus-
trations of Demarest. A good example is the pic-
ture on the pages with the text, "and steer
through storms". The paint splotches look as if
raindrops had fallen on the page!)

Art: Color

The title of this story contains the name o a
color. I n fact, the title speaks o a blue boat. After
enjoying the story together, you could remind
your child d the book by Molly Bang about the
ball that drifted out to sea. Ask him what color is
included in the title of that story. (The title is
Yellow Ball.)

Can your child match on paper some o the colors
d My Blue Boat with his box d paints? Or per-
haps he might name them.

L anguage: V ocabulary

My Blue Boat is rich in new vocabulary words.
Yau do not need to explain every new word in one
reading. But, over many, many readings you will
have a chance to introduce the meaning d words
like: channel, harbor, fleet, swells, whales, dol-

phins, steer, drift, and beacon—adl found in the
text. Evenif you do not explainall o these words,
your child will like the sound o them. When heis
older, he will recognize these words as he meets
them again, and he will be ready to comprehend
their meanings. (If you look at the illustrations,
you could also include the words dock, lighthouse,
oars, tugboat, and ferry.) But remember, at this
age learning should be a by-product with the
enjoyment of reading together the main goal.
Work with your child's interest. Keepit fun!

Tracking

One day after reading the story, go back to the
title page and let your young child point to the
blue boat. Then have him point to and track the
blue boat as you quickly turn the pages. Don't for-
get, there is one last blue boat on the outside
back cover o the book!

Another day, use your finger to trace each line o
boats on theinside o the book cover pages. When
you get to the end of the line, go back to the
beginning o the next line and trace across again
until you reach the bottom o the page. (Thereare
six lines o boats.) Maybe your young child will
want to copy your actions. This tracking left to
right is actually an important reading readiness
skill that hewill just be playing as a game!
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Art and Action

The page where the blue boat dances with the
whales is reminiscent of a Van Gogh painting in
action and brush-stroke. Have on hand a book or
reprint of Starry Night and other Van Gogh
paintings that you think appropriate and that
remind you of Demarest’s story picture. Enjoy
both artists’ work.

There is a lot of action in this painting as the
whales move about in the water. If you have
access to a pool for swimming (and it’s the right
season), pretend you are dancing whales in the
water. Make big splashes and turn in circles. If
you have several members of your family or
friends along, have someone pretend they are the
blue boat moving among the sea creatures. (If you
cannot use a pool, your child can pretend he is a
whale splashing and turning in circles even in a
wading pool, or a bath tub if you don’t mind the
mess! Actually, you can act out this whole scene
in the living room or the backyard. Just pretend
you're in the water!)

Science

After an enjoyable reading of the story, you might
want to bring up the subject of whales and dol-
phins. There are some great bathtub toys of
whales and dolphins. You could surprise your
child with one of these. If he becomes interested
in the subject, you can find simple books that tell
about these water animals. If you have a marine
aquarium near you that has a whale or dolphin
exhibition, think about visiting with your child.

Imagine yourself as a young three-year-old, hav-
ing read My Blue Boat, and having seen simple
books about whales, and then actually seeing one!
There is nothing to compare with that kind of
excitement.

Comparison

There are many pictures in My Blue Boat that
have a counterpart picture in the book, Yellow
Ball by Molly Bang. With your child, look at both
stories and find pictures that show the same
theme of a passing town, wide sea, storms, a
sleeping child in bed, etc. Can you find more?

Boats

After reading the story, try making a simple boat.
It can be fashioned from paper, wood or alu-
minum foil. It may or may not have a sail. Your
child’s boat might be a special wooden creation
built by Dad or an older sibling. He can sail it in
the tub, in a wading pool, or at a small stream.
Just like Chris Demarest in My Blue Boat,
encourage your child to make up a story about his
boat, where it goes and what it sees along the
way. Remember to write down the boat’s adven-
ture. Boats usually have names. Ask him if he’d
like to name his boat.

As he sails, maybe he will discover that in order
to get much movement for his boat he needs wind
in a sail, or water flowing along as in a stream.
(An attached string or fishing line will allow a toy
boat to sail down a creek or rivulet as your child
follows along, without the danger of the boat get-
ting away.) You could even call your child “cap-






