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Foreword
High-Interest Activities in Vocabulary provides something different which helps to eliminate the boredom
factor and to maintain enthusiasm; once students are enthusiastic about a topic they will naturally want to
learn more about it.

The activities contained within this book give explanations of the various parts of vocabulary equipping
students with the understanding they need to use language with confidence.  The activities can be completed
independently of each other depending on the interests and capabilities of the individual class.  It becomes
easier for students to use vocabulary effectively when they understand the origins and meanings.  Students
who develop a deeper understanding about vocabulary will use this skill in their writing and be more
inclined to read a greater variety of texts.

It is no secret that vocabulary, language, reading and writing are interrelated, and to develop a greater
understanding in one area will overflow into and affect the other areas also.
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There are well over
a million different
types of animals
living on the earth.

Amphibians, like
fish, are cold-blooded
animals. They both
reproduce by
means of eggs laid in
water.

Birds’ bodies are
designed for flight.
They have wings,
feathers and
light hollow
bones.

They are
warm-blooded and
breathe with lungs.
Their young hatch
from eggs.

Some mammals, like
whales and dolphins,
live in water.

Animal Families - Fact Sheet
To make the study of animals easier, scientists have
developed a system of grouping them according to
their similar characteristics.
This is called Classification.

Any animals with backbones
are called vertebrates.
Belonging to this group are
birds, amphibians, reptiles, fish
and mammals.

Fish live in water.  They breathe oxygen from the water using
gills. To move they use fins. They have a hard skin and a covering of
scales to protect their bodies from the water.
The fishes’ bodies are the same temperature as their surroundings.
We say such animals are cold-blooded.

A seahorse is an
unusual fish.

Reptiles are animals like snakes, lizards and
crocodiles. Their skin is dry and
scaly. Most lay eggs but some
bear  their young alive. They
have lungs to breathe with
and they are cold-blooded.

Amphibians are animals like frogs,
toads and salamanders.
At different stages in their lives, they
live in water and on land.
When they are young they live in
water and breathe with gills. As adults they live on

land, and  they breathe with lungs
and through their skin. Their skin is

smooth and wet.

Birds help us by controlling insect numbers. In
China in the 1950s there was a campaign to
eradicate sparrows.
When many of the  birds were killed, insect
numbers grew to plague proportions, so the
campaign was stopped.

Some birds, like the
kiwi, emu, ostrich
and penguin,
cannot
fly.

The dinosaurs
were reptiles.

The bat is a mammal
that flies.

Mammals are animals like goats, cats, dogs,
elephants, and humans. They are
warm-blooded. Their bodies have fur on
them. Baby mammals are born from their
mother and feed on the milk from her body.

Do a project on some animals that you find
interesting.

The pouched
marsupials, like the
kangaroo, are
members of a special
group of  mammals.

There are many other animal families.
Find out what you can about them.

You are a mammal.

Animals without
backbones are called
invertebrates.
The largest family of
this group is the insect
family. Their bodies have three sections called
the head, thorax and abdomen.
They have six legs and at some stage of their
lives most have wings. Their skeletons are on
the outside of their bodies. Such skeletons are
called exoskeletons.
Most undergo several changes in their lives
going from egg to larva to pupa to adult.

The  echidna  and platypus are
unusual mammals as they lay
eggs. They belong to a special
mammal group called
monotremes.
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Animal Families - Worksheet
A. Answer the questions below in one or two words.

 1. What is grouping similiar animals into families called? 

 2. What are animals with backbones called?

 3. What do fish breathe with? 

 4. What do we call animals whose body temperature is the same as their surroundings?

 5. Where do amphibians live when they are young? 

 6. What is the skin of a reptile like? 

 7. To which animal family did the dinosaurs belong? 

 8. What are birds’ bones like? 

 9. To which mammal family do echidnas belong? 

10. What is the largest family of the invertebrates? 

 B. List things that belong to the groups below. (You may need to research some answers.)

 1. Three fish 

 2. Three amphibians 

 3. Three reptiles 

 4. Three flightless birds 

 5. Three mammals 

 6. Three body sections of an insect 

 7. Two stages in the life cycle of an insect 

 C. Answer the questions below in full sentences.

 1. What is the skin of an amphibian like?

 2. What is unusual about the skeleton of an insect?

 3. If some nasty person called you an ‘insect’, give some reasons you could give them to

let them know you are not. 




