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Unit I: Settling a Wilderness
William Bradford's Account of the Founding of Plymouth

Governor Bradford wrote OF Phouth Plasiation, the most famous account of the carly
years of Plymouth Colony. After you read about the Pilgrims’ arrival in December, answer the

(uestions that tolloe,

Being thus passed the vast ocean, and o ses of
troubles before in their preparution, they had pow
ni friends 1o welcome them nor inns bo entertain or
refresh their weatherbeaten bodies; no houses or
imuch less towns to repair to. . . . Savage harhar-
ians, when they met with them (as after will ap-
pear} were readier (o fill their sides full of arrows
than otherwize. And for the season it was winter,
and they that know the winters in thal country
knuw them to be sharp and viclent, and subject 1o
crucl and fierce storms, dangerous to travel
known places, much more fo search an unknown
coast . ..

Whiat could now sustain them but the Spirit of
God end His grace? May not and ought nol the
children of these fathers rightly say: *Our fathers
were Englishmen which came over this grea
accan, aind were ready to perish in this wilderness:
bail fhey cried unto the Lond, and He heard their
woioe. L.

They chose, or rather confirmed Mr, John
Carver (a man godly and well approved amongst
them) their Governor for that year. And afier they hod
provided & place for their goods . . . and begun some
small cottages for their hahitation; as time would
admit, they met and consulted of laws and ondes;
both for their civil and military povernment. . ..

Tn these hard and difficult begmnings they
found some disconlents und murmurings arise
amongsl some, ond mutinous. speeches and car-
riages [eonduct] m other; bt they were soon
quelled [guicted] and overcome by the wisdom,
patience, and just and equal carmuge of things, by
the Governor and better part, which clive faithfully
iegrether m the main,

But thit which was most sad and lamentahle
was, that in two or hres months™ time hall of their
company died, especially in January and February,
being the depth of winter, and wanting houses and
other comforts; being infected with seurvy and
other diseases which this long vovape and their
maccommaodate condition had brought upon them.
50 a5 there died some times two or three of a day in
the forcsaid time, that of 100 and odd persuns,
searce fifty remamed. And of these, in the time of
must distress, there was bul six or seven sound per-
sons wWho 10 their great commendalions, be it spo-
ken, spared mo pains nipht nor day, bul with
abundance of til and hazard of their own healih,
fetched them wood, made them fires, dressed them
meat, made their beds, washed their loathsome
clodfies, clothed end unclothed them, In s word, did
all the homely and necessary offices for them
which dainty and queasy stomachs cannot endure
t liear numed; and all this willingly end cheerfully,

1. How many pscpie disd during the first few manths?
2. According 1o Bradford, what saved the caolonists?
3. What was Bradford's opinion of the first governor?

4, List tour hardships that the colonists faced.




fter sailing nearly three thoussnd
miles, ninety men and boye in three
o srnell ships searched the horizon for
]and lhE sailors were reluctant to sail on ingo
the unknown waters far to the west of Turape,
but their leader, Christopher Columbus, was
detzrminad o Mnd the riches of the Orient. He
was sure that be could resch the lands of
spices and gold i the East by sailing west.

At ten o”clock that might, Columbas saw a
dim light on the horizon. It may have been the
moonlight reflecting on an island beach or
cliff, or it may have been 2 fire used by natives
on an island. Columbuz pressed toward the
light, and four hours later, in the carly morm-
ing af October 12, 1492, Columbus, his men,
and hizs theee ships, the Mg, the P, and
the Sanra Maria, reached sight of land. Later

that day Columbus went ashore on the island
he named San Salvador (Holv Savior).

Drebale still continues over which of sev-
eral small islands in the Bahamas Columbus
saw first, but Columbus believed il was an
island 1n the Orient, perhaps in the East Indies.
Therelure, he culled the natives “Indians”™
Even after four voyages to the “New
World” he had found, Columbus continued 1o
elieve he had reached the Far Fast, He failed,
however, 1o find the spices and riches he
sought, and he died in 1506, poor and power-
less. MNewvertheless, Columbuss discovery of
Americe opened the door to the exploration
and developrnent of two continents and gave
the Unitcd States of America an important

plece of its early heritage.



