Suddenly all is quiel. The flurmed activiry
of the last fow hours comes w an end. The
miniths of preparation draw to a close. But this
is not an end: it is & beginning. Tomght is
opening night. You wait, breathless, for the
director 1o signal the stagehunds. Your hmes
race through vour head. Atempting 1o calm
yourself, you smooth your costume, breathe
decply, end take your opening stance. The
director signals. The curtsin rises, You are
now onstage 1o the delight of your sudience
aned yourself

If you have ever had a part in a school play
or program, you remember the excitement of
the occasion. For weeks, or even months, vou
learned vour lmes. Your costume Was macde
and pressed. The stage crew worked hard to
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build props foe each scene. The director led you
through many practices to help you do your
part just ight. When performance fime CAme,
everyone hoped for a successful production.
What goes into making a play? First, a play
has roles—different characters whose actons
1ell the play’s story. Each character has his
own personality and sctions. Sceond, a play
requires & place to huppen—a stuge. The stage
may be in a clump of trees n your back yard
or in an clegant European opera house. It is
psually set with scenery and props that add to
the action of the play. Thind, a drama follows
4 seript thut gives the phot of the play. These
three elements make a drama a complete pro-

duction.



The Drama of World Studies

The elaments of world stedies are similar
to those in a play. In world stodies the toles
are played both by individuals and groups of
pecple. Their lives and actions make up their
culturz, Culture, or way of life. is the first
element of world studies. The second elzment
is geography, through which we leam about
the stage, or the earth. The great variely af the
carmh’s landscapes and resources atfects the
world’s cultures. The third element, the script,
is history, History is the record of how people
have lived and what they have done on the
carth. Cullure, geograply, and histary are the
three clements of world studies.

Flays also have directors to guide the sc-
tors and to keep order. In world studies we
recagnize (God as the director of the world’s
peaple. In & play the actors are responsible o
follow the director’s instructions, The person
who most closely follows these instmictions
will have played his role the best. In the drama
of world studies, vou are under God’s direc-
tion. The better you follow His instructions,
the batter vou will live vour life,

Culture

Culture means way of life, You share the
sime citliure with many other people around
you because they live in much the same way
that you do. They may not get up in the mom-
ing at the same time you do ar dress in the
same brand of clothes that you wear. Never-
theless, vour family, friends, fellow church
mermbers, neighbors in your comumunity, and
even many of your fellow countrymen have
similar aectivities, interests, and opportunities.
Thus, you have a shared culture—a shared way
of life—with them.

Forexample, many Americans enjoy wateh-
ing and playing baseball, a distinetively Amer-

Fhared cullwe fades Iha sz of sliniiz diversie

cen activity, Most Americans claim some form
of Chrstianity as their religion. Americans
alsoexpect to elect their governmental leadars
and Lo buy and sell goods and services in local
businesses, Thess features are part of the basic
Amearicen cultre,

People living in other countries often have
much different culiures. Thev speak different
languages and play difTersnt games, They may
be ruled by a powerful dictator. They may
have ta raize mast of the food they st Their
children may not be able to amend school, The
different experiences af these people set their
culturas apurt from yours.

You will be able to understand other cul-
tures by comparing them with vour own cul-
ture. As vou compare specific activities of
your wiy of life with those of others, vou will
see differences and similarities, To help you in
this study, we will divide cullure into six areas.



1. Government

Every group of people hes some form of gov-
emment, or way of ruling itsell. For exampie,
a government may be ruled by an all-powerful
king, & committee of ten members, or a pure
democracy in which each citizen voles on
every issue. As we sudy different cultures, ask
vourself, "How do these people govern them-
selves? What is their form of government’™

2. Economics

Every group of people has used the earth's
resources to make or grow goods 1o use orsell.
Bartering for a sweet potato crop in a South
American streel market or purchasing a com-
plex computer by special onder from a Japa-
nese company are both examples of economic
activities. “What do these people produce?
How and what do they buy und sell™ arc the
economic guestions you should ask about each
group of people

3. Religion

Every group of people has some religious
heliefs and some form of warship, They may
how to idols, follow a man's teaching. or obey
the truth of Scripture, To find oul about relig-
ion, sk, “What and how do they worship?
What arc their beliefsT”
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4, Society

Every group of people has families and com-
munities that make up its socisty. A sociery
riay lend to have large Tumilies or small fami-
lics, several social classes or pone. Tn this area
you will alse find information about daily life
and customs. Ask the guestions “What are
their families and communities like? What sre
some of their daily activities ™

5. Thought and Learning

Every group of people forms ideas and has
some way of feaching its members, This area
inclndes achievements in speaking, writing,
mathematics, science, and thought. Tt ulso in-
cludes their methods of education. The ques-
tiong 1o ask are "What do they think abour?
How do they learn 7

6. Artz and Crafis

Every group of people has arts and crafis. An
incledes panfing, sculpture, architecture, and
music. Crafts are handmade jiems used as
decoration, household irems, or Wols, Potrery,
fabrics, and jewelry are some examples of
cratts. As you study each group, ask yourself,
“What are their arts and crafis7”




