


The Bible states important principles about Christians and courage. It 
commands us to be of good courage and to be strong. It also makes clear that 
our strength lies in the confidence that comes from God's presence with us. 
Although the world recognizes the relationship between strength and cour- 
age, it ignores God, the source of our strength. The psalmist says, "Wait on 
the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, 
on the Lord" (Ps. 27: 14). 

Heroes of the Bible reflect different types of courage in the midst of crisis. 
David dared to challenge the Philistine giant Goliath. The young shepherd's 
boldness in the Lord's strength encouraged the frightened army of Israel and 
led to a great victory. Facing a life of captivity by his nation's enemies, Daniel 
quietly decided to obey God when the pagan lung made a law that conflicted 
with God's commands. Josiah, who had the Scriptures read to his people for 
the first time in several generations, bravely turned the Jews back toward 
God. His determination to seek God helped bring revival to Israel. 

The Bible also gives us examples of men who lacked courage. Although 
not much is said about Demas, the Bible does tell us that he forsook the faith 
after he had served for a time with Paul (I1 Tim. 4:lO). At Jesus' trial Peter 
lacked the courage to admit his association with his Lord. But unlike Demas, 
Peter confessed his sin and ever after spoke boldly for Christ, even dying for 
Him. The ten spies who returned with Caleb and Joshua after their mission 
into Canaan lacked the courage to trust God's promises for victory in the 
Promised Land. Their cowardice was contagious, for all the people supported 
them. 

To live courageously demands wholehearted commitment. Some Chris- 
tians profess to have the courage to die for Christ, but they lack the courage 
to live daily for Him. In the excerpt from John and Betty Stum: A Story of 
Triumph, you will see the calm resolve of two twentieth-century martyrs 
whose courageous deaths for Christ came from the confidence they had 
gained through living for Him. Not all who make courageous decisions to do 
right, however, carry through their decisions. Like Demas, they begin well, 
but they falter. Have you ever made a resolution for a new beginning but then 
found yourself wavering after a short while? Do you know someone who 
failed to overcome a problem because his friends influenced him to make 
wrong choices? This weakness appears in "A Kind of Murder," the story of 
a student who lacks the courage to continue doing right. 

Courage is not just the force behind spectacular public acts. It is also the 
motivation to carry out private deeds hardly noticeable to others. For Chris- 
tians, courage in our own strength is false courage (I Cor. 10: 12), a guarantee 
of failure. "Fight the good fight with all thy might," declares the hymn writer; 
"Christ is thy strength, and Christ thy right." Real courage comes from our 
desire to do what is right, from our confidence in God's working through us, 
and from our doing what God wants regardless of the circumstances. 
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