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Preparation

Chrariew

The mtroduciony essay exumines the qualicy
of courage on several differentlevels, Begin-
nmg with sxamples of public courage, the
easay gvokes the reader’s admiration of those
who ore commonly recosnized ps herocs.
Connnwing with examples of privale cour-
poe, the cssay brings courage within the
grasp of the ordinary person. The sections
dealing with the source of the Chrstian's
courage, positive and nezalive exumples of
courage from Scripiure, and the necessity of
perssverance help tee reader W view courage

wili

ws pn outgrowth of his trustin God. The essay
ends with & ¢lear summmery of the compo-
nents of Christian courage.

Discussion
Introduction

Cruide the sudentz theovgh o penerul over-
view of the entire unit hy having them leaf
threuzh the unit, Jooking st fitles, scloctions,
the hoymin, Seripnere, and even e anwaork,
Then sk them for some general cxam-
ples of courage. To ger the sindanis thinking,
VUL Iaty Wil 1o weile o Few of the cxamples
on the chalkboard (e.g,, Gehiing in o wor,

saving a persun from deowning), Help them
understand thae courage beging first of all
with a pesd [or action, Next, o person must
be willing to forget his selfish desires and £y
even hough the action muy be full of danger,
difficulty. or fear. Mor is itencugh o iry ooly
onee; ong must be willing to keep mying. In
other words, & courageois person realizes
that be may not succead immediarely, Guids
the students e the Mollowing definition of
courage: determination v do fAght m the
face of danger, difficully, or lear, regandless
of personel intereses. Poing nur that courage
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is twar the lack of fear bial the detcrmination
tor i pighil st of foar,

Analysis
Students may hove a tendency o skip over
imtrochuctory maferials, both essuys and fre=ncl
poies, Remind them that the introductory les-
son luys the groundwork for the enlire uml

Tu encourage them af ihe outsel in this
regard, have o volunteer read aloud the two
pnecdodes that open the introduction; then
have the studenis compare these anecdotes,
Whist di both incidents have in cogmman?
{xwilt, decisive aorion; rixk; determindtion

fo do righy i the face of danger reganiles
nf vl inferesty )

Eeud the next three parigruphs orally,
poting the three types of courege discussed.
Ask the studlents 1o discuss other public he-
roses ahoot whom they know. Draw the stu-
dents” afention o the fact that Glenn
Cunningham snd Helen Keller would not be
gs well known for their achievements today
il they had not had such serious handicaps o
conquer, We sdmire beroes such as these
becase they inspire os to wckle our owmn
woaknesses and saccesd in spite of them
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Courage

Ask the students to tell shout heroes
whestth they know persomally. You miy want
in initiete the dizcussion with an example
from Your own experience. Examples could
include parents or other family members
wiy have dealt covrppeonshy with hurdstps
hut have mot been publicly recognized for
thetr strength of character. Discuss the influ
ence of these heroes on the lives they toock,
siressing the [oct that & person's coursge 1s
nel metasuired by the amount of public prasse
he receives, Courage 15 a guality that comes
fromm within and i motivated by a desire 1o
dio right regardless of who is watching.
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Objectives
The students will be able to
L. Idenrify three different
l=vels of cournge.
2 Idenrify positive amd
negative gxnmples of
courage froan the Bihle
3. Apply lessons of cour-
age from Bible exom-
ples of daily living, a

Courage
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Courage

In Los Angeles & shorl time ago, a cilizen reacted with what we ofien call
true courage, While driving beside o roadside park, he saw a blind man being
mugsed. As be rushed to e rescue, the aitscker fled. The aood citizen did
nat give up, though. Risking bis lifs, be pave chose, first in his car and then
an font. Finally he ciught the megger and then held him wmil police armved.

An eighteen-year-old Canadian nearly puid the olimate price for his
courgge—his fife, While be was hiking in British Columbia’s Glacier Ma-
tional Park with kis girlfriend, a mnther grizzly atacked them. With one blow
it knocked the boy unconscious. Then it began to hice and rear af the gl
When the boy regained his senses, he leaped onto the bear and stabbed it in
the neck with his humling knife. Al this the cnraged animal tumed its full fury
ua him. grebbing him like & toy berween its front piows and squeczing him.
Then with & vinlent swal al his head, Lhe prizzly peeled off a large section of
the boy's hiir and scalp. Next it wrapped its front lega around him and mlled
Lo the batram of a gally. There it vepeatesdly slushed at the boy's face with its
claws. When the boy became still, the bear seraped dim and leaves over him
and shoffled away. Tt rook over a trousend stitches—and [azer, more than
forty opentlicns—Lto repair the damage to the bow's face amd bead, Surprised
al the public recognition he received, the boy suid thut be had done nothing
heroic. He had not even considered running away and leaving his friend at
the mercy of the bear,

Heroes like these often receive public honor, In fect. since its founding
im 1904, the Camegie Hero Fund Commission has awarded more than eighi
eousund meduls o deserving persons in the Tnited States, Conada, and
Europe. To qualify for ihe award, 2 person must bave performed an act of
wnesual eourage in siving hurman life,

Even though dramatic, a public zet of courage is ool uny more outsiznding
than many a privale acl Thoss who fight againse severe physical disabilities,
for instunce, display courage as glorious as those who dsk their lives.
Although Glenn Cunninghem wus crippled by injories resulting from a
schoolhouse fire. he courageously overcume his dizabilities to hecome a
tecond holder in the mile mn. Helen Kefler, hodh Blind and deaf, has inspired
thouszrds with her cowrageous triumph over ber dizabilitics.

Thase who stand for right. especially in the face of opposition, are also
truly courageous. This tvpe of courge requires us o deny curselves—our
o wishes, fears, and simbarrussment—and 1o stand up for cur convictions,
somelimes even aguinst oor friends. Perhaps of all bypes of couryge this type
is the most difficult o practice consistently.

CLILHAGE

[ fime permits, you may Wil i ase the
following references for o brief Bible drill ac
this point Mo, 13:20; Do, 31:60; Josh, 1:9;
10:25; 1 Choon. 22:13; 11 Chron. 15:8; BEzia
104 Ps. 31124,

Hefore the students rcad the next three
paragraphs, ask them o be prepared w oams
other men and women of courage mentionad
in the Bible (e.g., Joshua, Gideon, Deboruk,
znd Paol). Also ask therdo name those o the
Hible who lacked courage. Somc cxamples
mizght include Abrsham and Sarah, whao
lacked coumugre 1o belbeve that Ciod anould

give them a son the disciples, who lsched
comrEge ea i number of occusions,

Hove avalunteer read (e next parwgreph carry out these intentions.

claim we are willing to die foe Clist, or to
[rontize 10 do our best in school than it s w

orally, Drow the stedents” attenton tothe fact
that while Ciod is pleased with the delermi-
nation e do rght, He iz more pleased with
the actions that follow such determinilbion, A
promise i worthless unless we koep it. Refer
to 1T Peter 2021, God strongly disapproves of
Lhose who tum theirback on what iz cight and
gooed, Tlelp the stedents understand thar a
decision to do rightis the fiest Bt eaziest ep
in the provess, [Fur exumple, it is far simpler
1o zay we &re going m he missdonirdss, o

Fead the concluding paragraph oralls
Then writz the following “equatton” on the
chalkboun) and kave the class fill in the
missing blanks.

C_E__E=E_ _RE=
C P BE B4

Conrage = deqive (tn do whar 15 mght) 4
ceaefelemee (In God's power) 4 dadug {what
God wants us to do in spite of croum-
AmEnces),
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The Bible states importam principles about Christans and courage. It
cormninds 0s 10 be of good courage and 1o be strong, It also makes clear that
our strength lies in the confidence that comes from God's presence with us.
Although the world recognizes the relationship berween strength and cour-
age, il ignores Giod, the soorce of our strength. The psalmist says, *"Wait on
the Lord: be of good coursge, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, T say,
ot the Lord™ {Ps, 2T7:14),

Heroes of the Bible reflect different bypes of eourage in the midst of crists.
Dravied dired o chaflenge the Philistine giamt Goliath, The young shepherd's
boldness in the Lord"s strength enconraged the frightened army of Tsrac] and
led to a great victory, Facing u life of captiviry by his nation’s enemies, Danel
guietly decided 10 ohey God when the pagin king made a law that conflicted
with God's communds, Josiah, who had the Scriptures read to his people for
the first time in several gencrations. bruvely tumed the Jews hack toward
Gnd. His determination to seek God helped hring revival to lsmuel.

The Bible also gives us exomples of men whi lacked courage. Although
not much 5 suid obout Demas, the Bible does tell us that he forsook the faith
after he had served for o tme with Paol (T8 Tim. 4:10). At Jesus' mol Peter
lacked the courage to admit his associatson with his Lord, Butanlike Demas,
Peter confessed his sin and ever after spoke baldly for Christ, even dying for
Him, The ten spies who retumed with Caleb and Joshua after their mission
into Canaan lacked Lhe coursge o tugt God's promises for viclory in the
Promised Land. Their cownrdice was contagious, for all the people supported
them.

To live courereously demands wholeheaned commitment. Some Chris-
fians profess o have the courage to die for Chrst, hat they lack the courage
to live daily for Him. In the cxcerpt from John and Beity Stam: A Story of
Triwmph, vou will see Lthe ¢alm resolve of two twentieth-cénlury marfyrs
whose courageous deaths for Chost came from the confidence they hod
rained through living for Him. Not all who make courngeots decisions o do
right, however, carry through their decisions. Like Demas, they begin well.
but they falter. Have yoo ever made o resolution for a new heginning but then
found yoursell wuvering after 4 shor while? Do you know sumeone who
fuiled 10 overcome a problem because his friends influenced him to make
wrong choices? This weakness appears in A Kind of Munder,” the sfory of
1 student who lacks the crurage to contimee doing fght,

Cournge 1s nod just the farce hehind s pubhc wcts. Tt is &lso the
meolivation to cary oat private desds hardly noticeable mo others. For Chris-
tiams, courge in our own serength is false courge (1 Cor, 10:12), a guarantes
of faiture, “Fight the pood fight with all thy might.” declares the hymn writer;
“Christ i% thy amrength, and Christ thy right.” Real courage comes from our
desire to do what 15 dght, [rom our confidence in God's workang through us,
und from our doing what God wants regundless of the circumstances.
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Application

Help the smudents in their upplicutson of these
concepts by presenting the follnwing simation
to the class: Five bovs opproeched o high
achool freshman mamesd Jack, “Jack! Guess
what P said Brad. My cousin bere inviles) ime
i o camping with him and these other guys
this weekend, and he said | could brimg o frend,
Hiowr ahout 87 You want 1 come? We'll leave
carly Saturday moming and get hack sometime
after cark on Sunday, We' Il huve bots of fun—1
mazan real fun, niof the kind of fun yoo church
ks huve af wour Sunday school parties. This
s a0 outing for e You don’thave w el your

parents exactly where you're poing We
don't want eny grownups checking up on s
this time, Tell them you're spending the night
at my house. Think you can come™ With the
eves of [ive leenagers fined on him, Jack hos
tir make a decision. Should be agree Iy go 50
thiat the oiher guys will accept him os one of
their group? Or should be refuse? Maybe he
coukd make up mi ex<use abowr being oo
sy or having other plans. What should he
il

Help the smdents understand that although
Jack’s decision muy nod save anyone's Tife, his
courme is heing put o the =t We may not be

called npon m save someone’s fife by swafl
octiom, but we heve mony opporunities o
reveal courage in oor everydoy lives, Povate
acts of courage we mus dily foce regquing as
much, and perhaps even more. couuge ds
EROTIENCOUS ACHons 1 spve sormeons from
dinger, When we refuse to cheat on o test or
twm down un mvitation o participate in a
sinful activity, we are showing our willing-
mess to face the rdicule of others.

Aczk the students 1o e things that do
not g together. such as tuxedos und cumping
trips. Enghish teschers who say ainl, and
rock mgsie and worship. Poiot out that a





